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Design Narrative - LA Fitness 

Oro Valley, Arizona 
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Architectural character description 
 
The architectural design character of the exterior architectural design of LA 
Fitness represents a unique blend of current contemporary commercial 
design with a hint of Arizona vernacular.  Shapes, colors, textures and 
materials selected for the project are both consistent and aesthetically 
compatible with the neighboring architecture and landscape design. The 
project’s visual elements draw on a vocabulary of simplified detail and 
traditional forms. A theme of blended forms and integrated materials with soft 
natural earth tone colors provides a relaxed and informal elegance. 
      
Further interest is provided by variations in the design and height of the 
parapet lines. The facades of the building are proportioned to reflect the 
volumes and uses of the interior space yet provide a comfortable human 
scale with the use of canopies and building projections.  The combination of 
natural colored split face and smooth face decorative masonry, textured 
stucco, and painted metal canopies are visually attractive and low 
maintenance.  To reduce the visual impact on the neighbors to the east 
provisions have been made to blend the building into the natural landscape 
such as the use of a tan colored roof material and cutting the building into the 
grade to meet the building height restrictions. 

 
Summary 
 
The proposed project is a state of the art fitness center which incorporates 
thoughtful design features to integrate into the community and will provide the 
community with a needed service establishment without negatively impacting 
the existing community. 
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